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Wakefield	
  Heritage	
  Commission	
  

Meeting	
  Minutes	
  -­‐	
  April	
  1,	
  2015	
  -­‐	
  Approved	
  

Heritage	
  Centre	
  at	
  Wakefield	
  Corner	
  

	
  

Members	
  present:	
  Chair	
  Pam	
  Wiggin,	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  Peter	
  Brown,	
  Nancy	
  Hall,	
  Phil	
  
Twombley,	
  Selectmen’s	
  Representative	
  Connie	
  Twombley,	
  	
  

Members	
  not	
  present:	
  Alternates	
  Bob	
  McChesney,	
  Colleen	
  Nicastro,	
  and	
  Cory	
  
Fothergill,	
  Snooky	
  Shea,	
  Helen	
  Watkins	
  

The	
  meeting	
  opened	
  at	
  7	
  p.m.	
  at	
  the	
  Heritage	
  Centre	
  of	
  Wakefield	
  Corner	
  with	
  the	
  
Pledge	
  of	
  Allegiance.	
  	
  

Financials:	
  March	
  financial	
  statements	
  were	
  not	
  available	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  meeting.	
  	
  	
  

Minutes:	
  	
  Minutes	
  were	
  approved	
  with	
  one	
  correction	
  regarding	
  Pam	
  who	
  had	
  asked	
  
Connie	
  to	
  submit	
  her	
  name	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Selectmen	
  as	
  representative	
  to	
  the	
  Strafford	
  
Regional	
  Planning	
  Commission.	
  

Correspondence:	
  	
  Pam	
  received	
  the	
  draft	
  of	
  the	
  Explore	
  Border	
  Villages	
  brochure;	
  the	
  
brochure	
  had	
  the	
  correct	
  times	
  /	
  hours	
  for	
  the	
  Heritage	
  Centre	
  of	
  Wakefield	
  Corner.	
  The	
  
correct	
  hours	
  are	
  10	
  a.m.	
  to	
  2	
  p.m.	
  on	
  Wednesdays,	
  and	
  10	
  a.m.	
  to	
  noon	
  on	
  Saturdays.	
  

Members	
  received	
  an	
  invitation	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  Hampshire	
  Preservation	
  Alliance	
  Statewide	
  
Historic	
  Conference	
  to	
  be	
  held	
  on	
  Friday,	
  April	
  17	
  in	
  Concord	
  from	
  8:30	
  a.m.	
  to	
  6:30	
  p.m.	
  
Pam	
  and	
  Peter	
  confirmed	
  they	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  attend	
  and	
  Larissa	
  was	
  to	
  check	
  her	
  
calendar.	
  The	
  $50	
  per	
  person	
  entry	
  fee	
  would	
  be	
  paid	
  by	
  the	
  WHC.	
  

Members	
  reviewed	
  an	
  information	
  packet	
  with	
  map	
  sample	
  from	
  Bella	
  Terra	
  Publishing.	
  
Company	
  publishes	
  the	
  guide,	
  Rail	
  USA	
  –	
  Museums	
  and	
  Trips	
  –	
  Eastern	
  United	
  States,	
  
that	
  lists	
  the	
  Heritage	
  Commission’s	
  resources	
  such	
  as	
  Heritage	
  Park,	
  Railroad	
  Museum,	
  
etc.,	
  for	
  free	
  on	
  its	
  map.	
  The	
  commissioners	
  approved	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  purchase	
  a	
  dozen	
  
maps	
  at	
  wholesale	
  price	
  to	
  sell	
  for	
  $9.95.	
  The	
  company	
  does	
  not	
  require	
  minimum	
  order	
  
but	
  will	
  include	
  a	
  free	
  acrylic	
  holder	
  and	
  sample	
  map	
  with	
  the	
  order.	
  Prepayment	
  was	
  
not	
  required.	
  

Certified	
  Local	
  Government:	
  No	
  action	
  taken	
  regarding	
  grant	
  application	
  for	
  this	
  year.	
  

Docent	
  Recruitment	
  Reception:	
  Pam	
  reported	
  the	
  docent	
  recruitment	
  reception	
  on	
  
March	
  23	
  from	
  7	
  to	
  9	
  p.m.	
  at	
  the	
  Heritage	
  Centre	
  of	
  Wakefield	
  Corner	
  went	
  very	
  well;	
  
six	
  new	
  docents	
  signed	
  up.	
  She	
  said	
  those	
  individuals	
  had	
  been	
  invited	
  personally,	
  and	
  
although	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  press	
  release/invitation	
  in	
  the	
  newspaper	
  and	
  via	
  email.	
  She	
  
suggested	
  that	
  members	
  personally	
  ask	
  people	
  they	
  know	
  who	
  may	
  be	
  interested	
  in	
  the	
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docent	
  program.	
  A	
  second	
  docent	
  meeting	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  on	
  Monday,	
  May	
  18	
  from	
  7	
  to	
  9	
  
p.m.	
  

Newichawannock	
  mugs:	
  Due	
  to	
  a	
  misunderstanding,	
  Deneen	
  Pottery	
  had	
  not	
  received	
  
the	
  order	
  form;	
  Pam	
  cleared	
  up	
  the	
  matter	
  and	
  said	
  the	
  company	
  would	
  ship	
  the	
  mugs	
  
and	
  crocks	
  and	
  that	
  we	
  would	
  have	
  them	
  in	
  hand	
  to	
  sell	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  May.	
  Larissa	
  
suggested	
  another	
  design	
  for	
  the	
  mugs/crocks	
  that	
  she	
  felt	
  would	
  sell	
  well	
  is	
  a	
  railroad	
  –	
  
locomotive	
  theme.	
  Members	
  thought	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  idea	
  but	
  the	
  consensus	
  was	
  not	
  to	
  
order	
  another	
  product	
  until	
  we	
  get	
  the	
  Newichawannock	
  mugs	
  and	
  see	
  how	
  they	
  sell.	
  
Pam	
  suggested	
  revisiting	
  the	
  new	
  design	
  idea	
  at	
  the	
  May	
  meeting.	
  

Milton	
  land	
  fill-­‐related	
  warrant	
  articles:	
  The	
  articles	
  that	
  would	
  have	
  allowed	
  a	
  
construction	
  debris	
  landfill	
  in	
  Milton	
  failed	
  by	
  a	
  huge	
  margin.	
  Pam	
  said	
  Cynthia	
  Wyatt	
  of	
  
Moose	
  Mountain	
  Regional	
  Greenways	
  thanked	
  the	
  WHC	
  for	
  publishing	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  the	
  
editor	
  opposing	
  the	
  landfill.	
  	
  

Reappointments:	
  Pam	
  said	
  Cory	
  Fothergill	
  agreed	
  to	
  serve	
  another	
  term	
  as	
  an	
  alternate	
  
with	
  the	
  understanding	
  he	
  cannot	
  attend	
  the	
  evening	
  monthly	
  meeting.	
  Members	
  
added	
  that	
  he	
  does	
  volunteer	
  many	
  weekends	
  especially	
  at	
  the	
  railroad	
  museum.	
  A	
  
motion	
  was	
  approved.	
  

Blacksmith	
  shop	
  roof:	
  Nothing	
  new	
  to	
  report.	
  

Web	
  site	
  update:	
  The	
  redesigned	
  WHC	
  web	
  site,	
  www.historicwakefieldnh.org,	
  is	
  up	
  
and	
  running.	
  Members	
  congratulated	
  Larissa	
  for	
  her	
  work	
  on	
  this	
  project.	
  A	
  web	
  site	
  
security	
  certificate	
  (highly	
  recommended	
  prior	
  to	
  accepting	
  donations	
  online)	
  costs	
  at	
  
least	
  another	
  $200	
  for	
  three	
  years	
  so	
  the	
  board	
  agreed	
  not	
  to	
  spend	
  the	
  money	
  at	
  this	
  
time.	
  The	
  web	
  site	
  will	
  be	
  updated	
  to	
  encourage	
  donors	
  to	
  mail	
  in	
  their	
  donation.	
  	
  

Heritage	
  Park	
  Railroad	
  Modelers:	
  Pam	
  reported	
  that	
  Bill	
  and	
  his	
  team	
  at	
  the	
  B&M	
  
model	
  agreed	
  that	
  an	
  appropriate	
  name	
  for	
  the	
  crew	
  was:	
  Heritage	
  Park	
  Model	
  Railroad	
  
Crew.	
  In	
  a	
  second	
  matter,	
  Phil	
  made	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  accept	
  and	
  approve	
  an	
  invoice	
  from	
  Bill	
  
Gaver	
  for	
  $400	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  costs	
  of	
  B&M	
  model	
  railroad	
  materials.	
  Connie	
  seconded	
  
the	
  motion	
  and	
  all	
  members	
  voted	
  in	
  favor.	
  Larissa	
  was	
  going	
  to	
  ask	
  Bill	
  how	
  he	
  wants	
  
the	
  check	
  made	
  out.	
  In	
  other	
  news,	
  the	
  Boy	
  Scout	
  railroad	
  merit	
  badge	
  program	
  in	
  
August	
  is	
  filled	
  (12	
  scouts);	
  additional	
  programs	
  will	
  be	
  planned	
  for	
  the	
  2015/2016	
  
school	
  year.	
  	
  

Railroad	
  station:	
  lighting,	
  settee,	
  septic,	
  parking	
  lot:	
  Phil	
  reported	
  that	
  the	
  septic	
  
system	
  did	
  not	
  appear	
  to	
  be	
  working	
  at	
  Union	
  Station.	
  After	
  consulting	
  with	
  a	
  local	
  
company,	
  he	
  learned	
  the	
  problem	
  is	
  likely	
  frozen	
  pipes	
  since	
  no	
  fluids	
  are	
  running	
  
through	
  the	
  pipes	
  as	
  the	
  station	
  is	
  closed.	
  The	
  spring	
  thaw	
  may	
  correct	
  the	
  problem.	
  Phil	
  
had	
  refinished	
  the	
  donated	
  settees	
  from	
  the	
  B&M	
  train,	
  a	
  four-­‐seater	
  and	
  an	
  eight	
  
seater.	
  Members	
  said	
  they	
  looked	
  great.	
  The	
  insulation	
  on	
  the	
  ceiling	
  had	
  not	
  yet	
  been	
  
installed	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  fact	
  there	
  is	
  more	
  work	
  involved,	
  such	
  as	
  electrical	
  to	
  connect	
  the	
  
roof	
  vent.	
  Phil	
  needs	
  a	
  quote	
  from	
  an	
  electrician	
  and	
  advice	
  on	
  what	
  type	
  of	
  roof	
  vent	
  to	
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buy.	
  The	
  lighting	
  and	
  roof	
  vents	
  could	
  be	
  done	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time.	
  Phil	
  reported	
  on	
  some	
  
nice	
  light	
  fixtures	
  he	
  saw	
  at	
  Lowe’s.	
  Parking	
  lot:	
  	
  Phil	
  noted	
  that	
  some	
  volunteers	
  at	
  the	
  
Freight	
  House	
  have	
  taken	
  up	
  a	
  collection	
  to	
  raise	
  money	
  to	
  pave	
  the	
  parking	
  lot.	
  He	
  
suggested	
  establishing	
  a	
  capital	
  reserve	
  account.	
  Connie	
  said	
  the	
  new	
  public	
  works	
  
director	
  might	
  be	
  willing	
  to	
  assist	
  the	
  Heritage	
  Commission.	
  No	
  funds	
  are	
  available	
  this	
  
year.	
  	
  

Pride	
  Day	
  Program:	
  Phil	
  spoke	
  with	
  officials	
  from	
  COAST	
  bus	
  service;	
  he	
  can	
  get	
  a	
  12-­‐
passenger	
  bus	
  at	
  no	
  charge,	
  with	
  gas	
  donated,	
  for	
  use	
  during	
  Pride	
  Day	
  when	
  members	
  
will	
  lead	
  two	
  driving	
  tours	
  of	
  town	
  historic	
  sites	
  that	
  are	
  not	
  generally	
  guided	
  or	
  open	
  to	
  
the	
  public,	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Lovell	
  Lake	
  cemetery	
  and	
  the	
  Newichawannock	
  bridge	
  and	
  canal.	
  
The	
  suggested	
  donation/fee	
  for	
  the	
  tour	
  is	
  $10	
  per	
  person,	
  with	
  two	
  tours,	
  one	
  at	
  1:30	
  
and	
  the	
  second	
  at	
  3:30	
  p.m.	
  with	
  pick	
  up	
  at	
  the	
  Profile	
  Bank	
  parking	
  lot.	
  

Heritage	
  Centre	
  at	
  Wakefield	
  Corner:	
  Pam	
  said	
  the	
  bell	
  from	
  the	
  primary	
  school,	
  which	
  
is	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Centre’s	
  exhibit,	
  needs	
  to	
  brought	
  up	
  from	
  storage	
  in	
  Union.	
  The	
  bell	
  is	
  
very	
  heavy.	
  Members	
  tentatively	
  set	
  aside	
  the	
  move	
  of	
  the	
  bell	
  for	
  the	
  last	
  week	
  of	
  
April.	
  Pam	
  suggested	
  the	
  commission	
  should	
  get	
  the	
  Lovell	
  Union	
  Grange	
  (second	
  floor)	
  
ready	
  for	
  the	
  grange	
  100th	
  anniversary	
  in	
  2018;	
  board	
  members	
  approved	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  
start	
  preparing	
  the	
  grange	
  for	
  an	
  event	
  they	
  could	
  present	
  in	
  summer	
  2018.	
  

Other:	
  	
  Members	
  discussed	
  installation	
  of	
  a	
  rest	
  room	
  at	
  the	
  Heritage	
  Centre;	
  $2,000	
  in	
  
funds	
  that	
  were	
  donated	
  to	
  renovate	
  the	
  Centre	
  is	
  available	
  for	
  this	
  purpose.	
  

A	
  motion	
  to	
  adjourn	
  was	
  proposed	
  and	
  seconded	
  at	
  8:47	
  p.m.	
  

Respectfully	
  submitted,	
  

Larissa	
  Mulkern	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  


