
Wakefield Heritage Commission

Meeting Minutes March 4, 2015 – Approved April 1, 2015
Heritage Centre at Wakefield Corner

Members present: Chair Pam Wiggin, Vice Chair Peter Brown, Nancy Hall, Alternate Helen Watkins, Snooky Shea, Phil Twombley, Selectmen’s Representative Connie Twombley, 

Members not present: Alternates Bob McChesney, Colleen Nicastro, and Cory Fothergill

The meeting opened at 7 p.m. at the Heritage Centre of Wakefield Corner with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Financials: Pam reviewed fund 01 expenses and fund 04 credits.  The commission acknowledged a $25 donation from the Pine Tree Chapter Model A Club of America. An invoice for $220 was received for plowing at the Heritage Centre (Wakefield Corner). 

Minutes:  A spelling error was corrected on the February meeting minutes draft (correct spelling Deneen Pottery). Peter made a motion to accept, seconded by Phil. Motion was passed, all in favor with one abstention (Connie.) 
Brochure expenditure: Peter made a motion, seconded by Connie, to pay $90 to advertise in Susann Foster Brown’s Border Villages brochure. The brochure will include details about Heritage Park attractions and the Heritage Centre of Wakefield Corner, plus event listings on the calendar. The motion passed unanimously.
Correspondence: The Strafford Regional Planning Commission sent a letter asking for volunteers to serve on the commission, noting the designation of the Branch River Scenic By Way Corridor 15 years ago. Pam asked Connie to submit her name to the Board of Selectmen. 
Pam said the Letter of Intent for grant applications through the Certified Local Government was due in Concord by Friday, March 6. After some discussion, the board agreed to let Pam decide whether its feasible to apply for the grant this year since the request for proposals and estimates for work that needs to be done has yet to be completed.

Docent Recruitment Reception: Commissioners discussed the upcoming docent recruitment reception to be held March 23 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Heritage Centre of Wakefield Corner. Members arranged to meet on March 11 at Union Station to review the exhibits. Pam, who had just returned from a trip to Florida where she visited many historical sites, said she would like to eventually offer targeted audio tours to visitors to the museums. Larissa had sent out a press release regarding the reception to local newspapers, posted an invitation to Facebook, and sent an e-mail invitation to the WHC emailing list.

Visit to Cornerstone Christian Academy: Helen and Larissa reported on their visit to Cornerstone, where middle school students gave presentations on various topics related to the Civil War as part of the school’s American Perspectives project, which culminates in a trip later this spring to Charlotte, N.C. Larissa presented Schoolmaster Barbara Wilson with details of the Newichawannock Bridge and Canal, along with an open invitation to visit Wakefield’s historic sites or to arrange a class trip. Pam thanked Helen and Larissa for representing the Wakefield Heritage Commission at this presentation.

Union Station insulation: Phil presented three options for the insulation project at Union Station. After discussion, Peter made a motion, seconded by Connie, to go with option 2 (Middleton Lumber) and authorized Phil to spend up to $900 to purchase materials – two power vents for the roof and insulation. The motion passed unanimously.

Heritage Park plowing: Phil has been plowing the driveway and lot in Heritage Park in Union throughout this storm and snow-filled winter. He suggested charging the WHC in the future for plowing services, and Pam suggested that Phil should be reimbursed for his plowing work this current season. Peter made a motion to pay him $400 to cover his time and gasoline. Nancy seconded the motion. The motion passed with Phil and Connie abstaining from the vote. Larissa noted she would prepare a Treasurer’s Warrant and leave it in the WHC mail bin at town hall for signature.

Hours for Heritage Centre at Wakefield Corner: The commission set the open hours for the Heritage Centre to coincide with the Wakefield Public Library and Treasure Shop hours: 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday and 10 a.m. to noon on Wednesday.

Reappointments: Members voted unanimously to reappoint Pam to the WHC. Pam said she would ask Cory, whose term also expires this year, if he wants to re-enlist.
Architectural salvage: Pam reported that Janice Griffith had asked her if there was any way to acquire items of architectural or historic interest from the Drew House on Route 153. The building will be demolished to make way for a new Duncan Donuts. Pam said the demolition contractor offered to give the commission the items for free, but members acknowledged there was no place to store the items. 

Web site update: Larissa showed commissioners a working copy of the new WHC web site on Go Daddy. The web site is still under construction. It includes much of the content from the old web site. Members made some suggestions for photography and buildings that could be included. The site will include a WHC members list.

Other business: Helen donated a small antique book of speeches by George Washington. She had been told these little books were placed on stagecoaches as reading material for passengers.

Larissa reported that the Letter to the Editor regarding the commission’s opposition to the landfill proposal in Milton had been sent out to local papers; the letter was published in the Feb. 26 edition of the Carroll County Independent.

A motion to adjourn was proposed and seconded at 8:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Larissa Mulkern
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