
WAKEFIELD HERITAGE COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes - APPROVED

February 4, 2015

Members present: Pam Wiggin (Chairperson), Peter Brown (Vice-Chairperson, Phil Twombley, Nancy Hall, Snooky Shea, Helen Watkins, and Larissa Mulkern (WHC Secretary)

Members not present:  Alternates Bob McChesney, Colleen Nicastro, Cory Fothergill, Connie Twombley (Selectmen’s Representative)

The meeting opened at 7 p.m. at the Heritage Centre of Wakefield Corner with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Financials: Revenue and Expense Report for Jan. 31, 2015 was distributed – the report showed a negative balance but will be adjusted following the March Town Meeting. Larissa reported she checked with Finance Office regarding the December PSNH invoices, which had appeared to be higher than expected. The invoices were correct and reflected some increased usage now that the furnaces are on.

Minutes: The minutes from Jan. 7, 2015 were approved with Peter making the motion to approve, seconded by Nancy. Motion passed with one abstention (Helen).

Correspondence: Letters included an invitation from students at the Cornerstone Christian Academy program on Civil War topics; the presentation is on Feb. 12 at 1:30 p.m. Helen said she would attend; Larissa will send Thank You note to the school and print out a Newichawannock ‘flyer’ for Helen to bring with her to the school. Judy Brenner’s W-9 Taxpayer ID form was received in the mailbox; it will be returned to town hall.  An invoice for $40 was received from Middleton Building Supply for two gallons of primer purchased in August. Larissa will check if bill has been paid before she lists it on the Treasurer’s Warrant. Statement received from Family Future Security for $360 for Invoice #22221. Larissa was asked to check on service(s) location and dates. Peter will write a letter to Longmeadow Hardware and Middleton Building Supply updating the list of members authorized to charge on the accounts. The list includes Pam, Peter, Phil, Craig and Snooky. 

Christmas at Wakefield Corner: Pam reported the WHC met its fund raising goal of at least $1,000.  A meeting with the First Congregational Church of Wakefield regarding next year’s event was postponed until March 9 at 7:15 p.m. Pam had spoken with Carol Lundgren at FCC regarding bringing in the Wakefield-Brookfield Historical Society as a third host. The event will be held the second Saturday in December 2015.

Newichawannock sales items: Pam approved the final design on 20 specially designed soup crocks and 96 mugs with the Newichawannock bridge and canal design (the new WHC logo) from Deneen Pottery. The crocks will be sold for $22 and the mugs for $20 each, with gift boxes an additional dollar. The mugs and crocks will be advertised for sale on the Facebook and web site when received in March. 

Regarding the funding for future repairs at the bridge, Pam suggested that the commission begin to investigate the correct way to stabilize the bridge. Peter suggested working with Peter Michaud at Division of Historical Resources and Town Administrator Theresa Williams to contact experts in historic bridge repair.

Blacksmith shop roof: No new quotes were received. Phil and others noted that this is the off season for many builders and roofers.

Position Paper - Milton Landfill: Larissa presented a draft of a Letter to the Editor that states the WHC objection to petitioned zoning changes in Milton that ultimately, if approved, would allow a construction and demolition debris landfill to be built. Pam suggested adding a sentence or two regarding the potential threat to WHC properties in Union.

Website: Larissa and Pam met earlier on Feb. 4 to sort out the customer account numbers, and passwords, etc., required to access and make changes to the WHC website through the Go Daddy account. The commission will purchase a business page account for $9.99 a month for the first year. Peter made a motion, seconded by Phil, to authorize the purchase of a multi-year Go Daddy web site package for up to $400.

Planning Strategy for 2015: A list of priorities for Capital Projects was distributed and discussed. The list was culled from two meetings of the planning subcommittee that met twice in January. (See attached copy of list.) 

Docent Program: Members will host a recruitment meeting for Docents on March 23 at 7 p.m. at the Heritage Centre of Wakefield Corner/Lovell Union Grange at 26 Province Lake Road. Invitations will be sent to the WHC email list. Docents will be recruited for the Heritage Centre at Branch River Valley as well as the Heritage Centre of Wakefield Corner.

Other: Pride Day – Peter made a motion to purchase a booth at Pride Day. The commission will rent a bus for tours of historic properties. Phil will look into borrowing a bus from Coast.
A motion to adjourn was proposed and seconded at 9 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Larissa Mulkern
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