
WAKEFIELD HERITAGE COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes - Approved

January 7, 2015

Members present: Pam Wiggin (Chairperson), Peter Brown (Vice-Chairperson, Phil Twombley, Connie Twombley (Selectmen’s Representative), Nancy Hall, Snooky Shea, and Larissa Mulkern (WHC Secretary)

Members not present:  Alternates Bob McChesney, Colleen Nicastro, Helen Watkins and Cory Fothergill

The meeting opened at 7 p.m. at the Heritage Centre of Wakefield Corner with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Financials: Pam announced receipt of a $5,000 grant from the Alden Young Trust, a $500 donation from Janice Griffith, and $130 from the sale of two copies of Elizabeth MacRury’s history of Wakefield. Another $20 was received from the sale of the archeological study. The total amount of deposits was $5,520, with the $130 going directly to MacRury.

Members reviewed the PSNH bill for December for the Blacksmith Shop, Freight House and Union Station; the invoice for Union Station ($162.41) appeared to be high, as the Christmas lights didn’t go on until Nov. 29 and were shut off New Year’s Day. Larissa was asked to double-check the bill with PSNH. 
Minutes: The minutes from Dec. 3 were approved as amended with Phil Twombley making the motion to approve, seconded by Nancy. All members voted in favor.
Correspondence: Letters included a membership renewal letter from the National Trust for Historic Preservation with an invoice for $30. Pam noted the commission gets its insurance from this trust, and members provides discounts to historical sites and hotels. A motion to renew membership for $30 was proposed by Peter and seconded by Phil Twombley. All members voted in favor.

Larissa received an email to the WHC address from Andrew Towne of the NH Farm Museum in which he requested any available resources (articles, etc.) regarding the history of the stage coach serving Dover-Wakefield in the early to mid 1800s. Peter suggested directing him to the Wakefield Public Library’s collection of local/county history.  Resources including Elizabeth MacRury’s book on the Concord Coach, and clippings housed at the Heritage Centre (Stage Coach Stop) museum were noted. The museum can be opened to Towne if he makes an appointment.

Newichawannock sales items: Pam ordered 20 specially designed soup crocks with the Newichawannock bridge and canal design (the new WHC logo) and 96 mugs from Dineen Pottery for a total cost of $1,200. The cost includes a $100 discount.  The crocks and mugs will be sold at events such as Pride Day. Pam also ordered and received 200 note cards and envelopes with the new logo, which will be packaged and sold in sets of five for $5. Peter made a motion, seconded by Connie Twombley, to authorize the purchase of the crocks and mugs. All members voted in favor.

Regarding the funding for future repairs at the bridge, Pam suggested that the commission encourage the town, either through a petitioned warrant article or budget item for next year, to prioritize bridge repairs and preservation. Members acknowledged that the timing might be too late for a warrant article for 2015, and Connie Twombley suggested that some action could be proposed at Deliberative Session (Jan. 31). Members noted that an engineering study would be required, as well as advice and direction from preservationists on repair methods. 
Blacksmith shop roof: No new quotes were received.
Christmas at Wakefield Corner: Pam reported the WHC met its fund raising goal of at least $1,000. She suggested that next year, entertainment could be scheduled at the First Congregational Church of Wakefield from 2 to 3 p.m., with the open houses starting at 3:30 p.m., and that the Wakefield-Brookfield Historical Society would be invited to participate as a third co-host.
Website: Larissa reported she needs additional account numbers and/or passwords to access the Go Daddy web site, but that generally, the WHC could reconstruct the web site using WordPress for an additional monthly cost ($1 to $9.99 a month more). Members noted this was a priority and voted on Peter’s motion to authorize up to $200 to get the web site updated. 

Position paper/Milton landfill: Snooky reported that he recently attended a public hearing on proposed landfill in Milton where many attendees expressed opposition due in part to the potential leakage of waste (a gallon per day per acre) from the site, and the potential decrease in property values. Pam suggested that the WHC take a formal position opposing the landfill. Peter suggested that the commission write a letter to the Town of Wakefield select board, rather than to the Town of Milton, expressing opposition.  Pam and Larissa will work on a draft of the letter.

Planning Strategy for 2015: A planning meeting will be held at Pam’s house on Jan. 15 at 1 p.m., with Peter, Phil, Pam and Larissa attending.
Other: Phil Twombley passed around the draft of the registration form for the new Railroading Merit Badge program for Boy Scouts created in collaboration with the Seacoast Division of the Northeastern Regional of the NMRA and the Heritage Park Railroad Museum. The two sessions will be held on Aug.1 and Aug. 8 [dates were adjusted after it was noted that Wakefield Heritage Day had been rescheduled to July 25, a conflict with the date of the first class.] Twombley and project advisor Bill Gaver were set to meet with Scout leaders in Rochester to discuss the program, which is one of only seven railroad merit badge programs in the country. Pam said it was important that the program include Scouts from Wakefield.

The commission also approved the purchase, for about $30, of a “watchman” device to monitor temperatures and to prevent pipes from freezing at Union Station [*double check building.]

A motion to adjourn was proposed and seconded at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Larissa Mulkern
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