Approve

WAKEFIELD HERITAGE COMMISSION

November 5, 2014

Members Present: Pam Wiggin (Chairperson), Peter Brown (Vice-Chairperson), Snooky Shea, Phil Twombley, Helen Watkins (Alternate sitting in for Craig Farley), Valerie Ward (Alternate sitting in for Secretary Larissa Mulkern)

Members Not Present: Craig Farley, Nancy Hall, Bob McChesney (Alternate), Collen Nicastro (Alternate), Cory Fothergill (Alternate), Connie Twombley (Selectmen’s Representative)

Pam asked Valerie to take the minutes because Larissa was unavailable this evening.

The meeting opened at 7:00 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Pam announced the WHC does have a new secretary, Larissa Mulkern.  Pam also took the time to thank Valerie for her years as Secretary to the Commission.

Financials:  A warrant was passed around for signatures.  The totals left in the budget for the end of the year is a total of $2,894.00 in Fund One and $15,308.31 in Fund Four.  Within the Fund Four is some money left from Beth’s donation that is for the Stage Stop Museum and money collected for the fence to be created for Turntable Park.

Programs for the Newichawannock Canal Program were created at Staples.  The first time they were not centered, the second time they were on the wrong paper and the third time they were free of charge.  Pam had name tags created for the new members and for volunteers.

Pam met with the Wakefield Budget Committee and the new budget of $12,507.00 was accepted by the committee.

Correspondence: Pam received the renewal notice for the annual membership dues for National Preservation Trust of $60.00.  It will wait until January.

Minutes: The minutes of October 1 were reviewed.  After discussion Peter made a motion to accept the minutes as written with exception of a spelling error.  Helen seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Grange: Phil met with Doug Royle on October 6th.  The trees were trimmed and the roof was raked.  What he did for Nancy was between them.

Blacksmith Shop: Phil contacted Tommy Damon but has not heard back from him yet. Phil also spoke with John Couch but he will be leaving for Florida soon.  Snooky spoke with Tom Soucy.  He and his brother Mark both fell off a roof.  Tom is back to work but Mark is not yet.  Snooky will speak with Craig Hill.  If WHC receives any bids a discussion and a motion may happen over the telephone.

Turntable Park: Pam and Phil met with Bill Gaver regarding the Seacoast Division of the National Model Railroad Association working in conjunction with the Wakefield Heritage Commission.  There are three programs being presented.  A flyer was passed out.  A Boy Scout Merit Badge was discussed.  This is where they would have to do certain things to earn a badge.  There are trained people that will help with such things.  A Model Railroad Camp for different age groups was discussed.  This will be run by mostly Seacoast Division, NMRA.  A Docent Program was also discussed.  This will take more effort from WHC than some other programs but a lot of it is done already, such as the history of the five Villages of Wakefield.  It may be guided to more adults than children.  After discussion Peter made a motion to move forward with these programs.  Phil seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

As the flyer was discussed there was mention that the phone number was missing.  Pam gave the phone number but said the actual phone may need to be replaced because the original phone will not power up even after a full charge.

Tour de Chooch is scheduled for Saturday, November 29th from 9:00am-4:00pm.  There will be music, food, a quilt presentation, platter presentation, Santa will come and the lighting of the Christmas tree.  Peter, Phil, Pam, Helen and Snooky will be there.  Helen spoke about getting the quilt registered she will get back to Pam with more information.  Greens will be needed for the area.

Christmas at Wakefield Corner:  This is a fund raiser in conjunction with the First Congregational Church of Wakefield.  The goal is to raise $1,000.00 each.  There will be two houses and the library opened.  There will be dinner served at the Wakefield Inn, music in the church and a bon fire at the field at Pam’s house.  The Chief of Police approves the idea of closing the road down.  The idea will go before the Selectmen on November 12th.  There is a need for capes, hats and blouses.  People will be dressed in period clothing. 

The greens for the village will be created at Pam’s house on Sunday, November 23rd.  Everyone is invited to help.  Phil and Peter will collect the greens for both, the Heritage Park and the Wakefield Historical District. 

Newichawannock Canal Presentation:  Pam reported that the presentation went very well on Saturday, October 25th.  Some money was made on donations that day.  There was no mention of the upper canal that is underwater but Pam has met a couple that will use there scuba gear and get photos next year.

Other:  Judy Brenner presented the original drawing to Pam and Pam would like this to get framed.  Pam also presented the commission with a photo that was given to the WHC by the Joyce’s of their house in the late 1800’s.  After discussion Peter made a motion to spend up to $500.00 to have both of these items framed.  Phil seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Pam mentioned there is a small building located at Dorcus Knight’s house.  This building was used at the railroad station.  It was offered to WHC.  After discussion it was decided not to accept this gift at this time.

Ken Neily had a buggy.  Nancy spoke to his children about donating it to the WHC.  They agreed.  Phil picked it up and took it to his house.  He covered it and will work on it in the spring.

Phil wanted to ask the Commission about the bench at the Station that needs to be refinished.  He is willing to do the work.  He explained how he would do it and after discussion Peter made a motion to have Phil restore the bench.  Snooky seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:43pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Valerie Ward
